
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Mrs. Penelope Tsilas was born in Athens, Greece. She 

holds a Law Degree from the University of Athens where 

she practiced law for several years before following her 

husband Loucas Tsilas, a career Greek diplomat, to his 

assignments throughout the world, including in Romania, 

New Orleans, Paris, South Africa, Washington, D.C., and 

Brussels.  

Mrs. Tsilas continued to offer her legal expertise and 

served as a Senior Legal Specialist in the Law Library of 

the Library of Congress in Washington, D.C., where she 

wrote a number of legal studies published by the Library. 

In addition to working as a legal consultant in 

international law, Mrs. Tsilas has been very active in many 

philanthropic projects and charitable organizations 

throughout the world. In 2012, she was awarded the 

“Greek American Woman of the Year” award by the 

Association of Greek American Professional Women 

(AGAPW). 

Ambassador Loucas Tsilas is the Executive Director 

of the Alexander S. Onassis Public Benefit Foundation 

(USA) (2000-present). He holds degrees in law and 

economics from the University of Athens, and a 

master’s in political science from the State University 

of Louisiana, New Orleans. He was an attorney in 

Athens, Greece (1963-1965), then entered the Greek 

Foreign Ministry (1965), serving in Athens until 1968 

in the Department of Balkan States. His roles at home 

and abroad have included: Embassy of Greece in 

Bucharest (1968-1972); Consul in New Orleans, 

Louisiana (1972-1975); Political Counselor, Greek 

Embassy, Washington, D.C. (1975-1979); Deputy 

Director, Department of NATO and European Security 

Affairs, Greek Foreign Ministry (1979-1980); Deputy 

Director of the Diplomatic Office of the Foreign 

Minister (1980-1981); Consul General of Greece in 

Paris (1981-1987); Ambassador of Greece to South 

Africa (1987-1990); and Director of the Diplomatic 

Office of the Prime Minister of Greece (1991-1993). 

From 1993-1998, Ambassador Tsilas was Ambassador 

of Greece to the U.S. and from 1998-2000, 

Ambassador-Permanent Representative of Greece to 

the European Union in Brussels. Notably, he was a 

part of the five-member committee which organized 

the successful bid for the Athens 2004 Olympics. 

Ambassador  Loucas Tsi las  and Mrs.  Penelope  Tsi las  have two children,  both  lawyers ,  and f ive  grandchildren .  
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