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Excellence Tuition Scholarship Award. She is 
currently a junior at New York University's Gallatin 
School of Individualized Studies.  

She concentrates her degree in Hellenic Studies 
through classic epics, dramas, and poetry, alongside a 
variety of 20th century texts such as Theo 
Angelopoulos' cinematography, Mikis Theodorakis' 
music and poetry, and creative writings of 

contemporary female Greek voices. Vaia is fascinated with the narration of the self, 
especially in the cases of mistreated and displaced peoples, and has extensively 
studied race and ethnicity in America, as well as the definition of identity in the post-
colonial Middle East. Vaia is surrounded by the richness of Greece and currently 
works at the A.S. Onassis Department of Hellenic Studies at NYU.  

Recently, she has attended celebrations of Greek culture hosted by the Athenian 
Society of New York and has been inspired to further her involvement with the 
Greek-American community within New York City. Vaia desires to communicate her 
own identity and empower herself through her own poetry, and hopes to one day 
encourage and help give a voice to those who may not have it in society, such as 
those discriminated against due to socio-economic standing, race, ethnicity, gender, 
sexuality, physical or mental disability, or religion. 


