
Katherine A. Schwab’s Biography 

Dr. Katherine A. Schwab received her B.A. from 

Scripps College, where she majored in Ancient 

Greek Civilization.  Subsequently, she earned her 

M.A. in Art History from Southern Methodist 

University, and her Ph.D. from the Institute of 

Fine Arts, New York University.  Dr. Schwab 

joined the faculty at Fairfield University in 1988 

where she is both Professor of Art History in the 

Department of Visual and Performing Arts and 

Curator of the Plaster Cast Collection at the 

Bellarmine Museum of Art.  The plaster cast collection includes gifts from the 

Acropolis Museum.  Dr. Schwab has been awarded three separate fellowships 

(both pre- and post-doctoral) by the Metropolitan Museum of Art, in addition to 

the Robert E. Wall Award at Fairfield, as well as other honors and grants in 

support of her research on the Parthenon Metopes, the Caryatid Hairstyling 

Project (www.fairfield.edu/caryatid), and restoration work on the plaster cast 

collection.  Grayscale scans of her research drawings are on permanent display in 

the Parthenon Gallery of the new Acropolis Museum in Athens, Greece.  Her 

publications include several book chapters and journal articles and, most 

recently, exhibiting her original Parthenon drawings.   

Schwab received permission from the Ministry of Culture in Greece to study of 

the Parthenon east and north metopes beginning in 2003.  Subsequently, she was 

asked to provide grayscale scans of her metope drawings for the permanent 

installation of the Parthenon Gallery in the new Acropolis Museum in Athens. 

She is the only American archaeologist to have drawings included in this 

installation.  Fairfield University’s Lukacs Gallery hosted the first exhibition of 

her original drawings in 2009.  A selection of her Parthenon drawings were 

exhibited in “Gifts from Athens,” the inaugural exhibition of the Bellarmine 

Museum of Art in 2010.  She was recognized for her contributions to Greek 

culture with the “Hellene of the Year,” award by AHEPA District 7 (Connecticut 

and Rhode Island) in 2011, followed by the “Paideia Award,” for the state of 

Connecticut given by the University of Connecticut in 2012. 

http://www.fairfield.edu/caryatid

